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the tickling in the larynx, without waiting for a cough. By doing so,
she found that she could postpone the cough indefinitely, and if it came
on suddenly, the use of the chloroform instantly suspended it. About
three weeks elapsed before the tendency to cough and the use of chlo-
roform ceased ; but during that time she lost neither appetite nor flesh.She slept well, was in good spirits, and able to follow her usual occupa-
tion. She went to the country quite well."
Now, it is presumed both these excellent physicians think they are
right ; but, for one, I have learned that great men may be mistaken. I
mean no disrespect to Dr. Carpenter by placing side by side, in your
valuable Journal, such different statements ; for there are few, if any,
in the profession, for whom I have a higher regard than for him.
W. M. Cornell.,Boston,April1854.Boston, April, 1854.
ALCOHOL AS A MEDICINE.
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]
Messrs. Editors,—I perceive that the subject of the medical use of
alcohol is faily introduced into your valuable Journal. It is a subject
of deep interest just now in the Pine Tree State, as being intimately
connected with one of the great leading questions of moral reform. It is
rare with us that a respectable man will advocate the use of intoxicating
drinks as a beverage ; but the mass believe, or affect to believe, that
they are necessary for medicine. That such opinions are founded upon
medical authority, no one can doubt. Physicians first introduced this
poison into practice ; and where substitutes can be found they should be
the first to discard it, on account of the enormous moral and physical
evils it has caused and is causing to suffering humanity. We have a law
in Maine which effectually shuts up the grog shops, whenever and
wherever it is enforced ; but at the same time it leaves a door open wide
enough at all times for any one to pass and gratify a depraved appetite,
if he will only pronounce the talismanic words, " for medical purposes."
One man for every five hundred inhabitants is licensed to sell liquors for
medicine. It is rare that this man is a physician, and yet he is made solejudge of the necessity for such medicines, and thus every man becomes
his own physician in the use of a most potent article. And why
should he not, since physicians, from time immemorial, have declared it
an invaluable remedy, never to be dispensed with if it could be had, nay,
that it should be kept as one of the household gods without which no
family is safe.The great question is, cannot there he substitutes for the domestic use
of alcoholics ? Dr. Oilman thinks " the whole community, including the
medical faculty, need more light upon this subject." Dr. Hall thinks
" as much light exists in regard to the use of alcohol, as is known in re-
gard to many other useful and important remedial agents." When Dr.
Hall will show any other " useful and important remedial agent" that
has done a tithe of the evil to humanity, both morally and physically,
that alcohol has done, then will I agree with him to enter into an exami-
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nation of the merits of that agent. Dr. H. brings up the rattlesnake
case, to show the indispensable necessity of the alcoholic practice. It
may be a debatable question whether it is better to be bitten by whisky
or the serpent. He is in favor of the similia similibus practice in deli-
rium tremens, and why not in the rattlesnake bite? or is the poison of
the serpent and the still identical ?
Dr. Hall thinks good authority is found for the alcoholic practice. So
also was good authority found for the use of many other articles now
entirely discarded from the materia medica. He reminds Dr. Gilman
that we should be ruled by judgment and not by prejudice. Dr. Gil-
man, I believe, for many years pursued the alcoholic method, but became
convinced of his error and abandoned that method. But Dr. G. is abun-
dantly able to defend himself.
I may be allowed to say a few words upon my own experience. I
have been in the practice of medicine twenty-seven years, and used
alcoholic medicines freely until about twelve years ago, at which time I
was forcibly struck by noticing that reformed inebriates, when alcoholic
prescriptions were made for them, almost invariably returned to their
cups. Upon reflection, I became satisfied that I could not administer
such medicines to that class of patients, and keep my " conscience void
of offence " ; and I submit to Dr. Hall whether he would prescribe the
drunkard's drink to reformed inebriates. More mature observation, re-
flection and investigation, led me to abandon the alcoholic practice, ex-
cept in tinctures, to be used in drop doses. Nor have I found, from that
time to the present, a single case for which I could not prescribe a sub-
stitute for alcoholics.
We have in this State quite a number of anti-alcoholic practitioners ;but we have also a very large class who are contributing powerfully to
make drunkards, whether ignorantly or unwittingly I cannot say. While
the alcoholic is the legitimate practice, it will, as it ever has done, af-
ford a broad shield and protection for nostrum mongers and quacks of
every grade. Dr. Hall thinks that " alcoholics should not be discardedbecause as a beverage they invariably do harm." If it could be shown,
that coffee and tea, when used as beverages, invariably do harm, would
not Dr. H. infer that they might do harm in disease ? People in gene-
ral as well as patients sometimes ask questions ; and they inquire how,
if alcohol is a poison and is very detrimental in health, it can be used
with impunity in sickness? I refer the question to those who are fa-
milial' with alcoholic toxicology.
Will not our scientific physicians, men of leisure and talent, and friends
of humanity, as every medical man is supposed to be, investigate this
subject, and give the public, or the faculty at least, the result of theirinvestigations and experience ?
Albion, Me., AprilAlbion, Me, April ]9th, 1854.
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